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MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: THIEU'S CONCURRENCE IN THE BOMBING HALT 
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TAB A COVER KEY EXCERPTS FROM BUNKER?S REPORTS. OF HIS '7 . l) 
INTERVIEWS WITH THIEU IN THE PERIOD FROM OCTOBER 13 ONWARD. E<0 

IN BRIEF: ’ ' ~ 

A. AS ITEM I SHOWS, THIEU "RESPONDED IMMEDIATELY 

AND UNEQUIVOCALLY" ON OCTOBER 13. THIS RESPONSE WAS BASED ON 
A FULL PRESENTATION INCLUDING THE REPRESENTATION FORMULA. 

OUR PREVIOUS CONSULTATIONS WITH THIEU AND KY HAD.INCLUDED 
THEIR EXPRESS CONCURRENCE IN THE "YOUR SIDE/OUR SIDE" FORMULA- 
IN BROAD FORM ON MAY 6, AND IN FULL DETAIL ON JUNE 25. 
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B. AS ITEM 3 OF TAB A SHOWS, ON OCTOBER. 15 THIEU 
EXPRESSLY CONCURRED IN A TOTAL TIME SEQUENCE THAT INCLUDED 
A JOINT ANNOUNCEMENT AND THE CONVENING OF A BROADENED PARIS 
MEETING 36 HOURS THEREAFTER. 

C. ON OCTOBER 16, THIEU SAID THAT THE NSC HAD AGREED ON 
THE THREE CENTRAL POINTS OF THE ARRANGEMENT. (HOWEVER, AT 
THIS MEETING THERE APPEARS FOR THE FIRST ..TIME CONCERN ABOUT 
HOW THE NLF PRESENCE WOULD BE DEPICTED.) 

D. IN THE VARIOUS DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN OCTOBER 16 AND 
OCTOBER 28, A NUMBER OF AMENDMENTS WERE MADE IN THE DRAFT OF 
A JOINT ANNOUNCEMENT. THIS CULMINATED IN. THIEU AND KY BOTH 
AGREEING SPECIFICALLY TO THE TEXT. ON OCTOBER.28* EVERY. SINGLE 
ELEMENT WAS GONE OVER AT THAT TIME, INCLUDING THE WAY VE WOULD 
BOTH SAY THAT HAVING THE NLF PRESENT AT THE TALKS DID NOT 
MEAN WE ACCEPTED THEM AS AN INDEPENDENT ENTITY, AND SO ON. 

THIS POINT WAS, BY THEN, EXPRESSLY COVERED IN THE DRAFT JOINT 
ANNOUNCEMENT. AT. THE CLOSE OF THIS MEETING, GVN FOREIGN 
MINISTER THANH — ALL ALONG THE MOST LEGALISTIC OF THE SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE — DESCRIBED THE RESULT OF.THE.MEETING AS "AGREEMENT. 
BUNKER REPORTED IT AS AGREEMENT IN FULL, AND HIS REPORT GIVES 
TOTAL SUPPORT TO THIS CONCLUSION. 
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THIS IS THE CLEAR CENTRAL .CONCLUSION SUPPORTED BY THE 
TOTAL RECORD. AT THE SAME TIME, THE DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN 
OCTOBER 16 AND OCTOBER 28 DO REFLECT A RECURRENT. DESIRE ON 
THE PART OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE TO GET HANOI.TO.SAY IN SO 
MANY WORDS THAT IT WILL TALK DIRECT TO THE GVN, AND TO GET 
HANOI TO ADMIT THAT THE NLF WOULD BE PRESENT. SOLELY ..AS A PART 
OF THE HANOI DELEGATION. THESE POINTS WERE SHOT DOWN AGAIN 
AND AGAIN, AND APPARENTLY LAID CLEARLY TO REST ON OCTOBER 28. 
BUT THEY DO FORESHADOW THE PROBLEMS THAT. AROSE IN THE LAST 
THREE DAYS. 

ONE FURTHER NOTE. ON OCTOBER 15 (ITEM 2 IN TAB A) THIEU 
SPECIFICALLY INSISTED ON "NO LONG DELAY" BETWEEN CESSATION 
AND THE FIRST MEETING, OR AT LEAST THE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT 
THERE WOULD BE A FIRST MEETING. ON OCTOBER 16, AS NOTED ABOVE, 
THIEU SPECIFICALLY AGREED TO A TIMETABLE. THAT CALLED FOR A 
36-HOUR INTERVAL. ON OCTOBER 28, BUNKER REPORTED THAT HE HAD 
SEVERAL TIMES BROUGHT TO THIEU’S ATTENTION THAT WE HAD IN MIND 
TO STOP THE BOMBING "2 OR 3 DAYS BEFORE THE MEETING." THIEU 
NEVER HAD THE SLIGHTEST OBJECTION TO THIS TIME INTERVAL, BUT 
ONLY KEPT WONDERING WHY HANOI WAS DELAYING. . 
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